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right living and bright living without being
suspected of preaching.’ He concludes: ‘If it
can help to lift men or in any degree make
better or cheerier or more wholesome the
community with which its lot is cast, it will
be glad and grateful for its opportunity.’

We remain grateful for that opportunity
today.’’
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Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to pay tribute to Mr. Alexander
Koulakovsky and his company ‘‘Nafta Sib’’
which has undertaken an exciting new project
in Russia. In September of 1998 at the begin-
ning of the new school year, a traditional
Christian School opened in Moscow. This
school, which was built in one year, was fund-
ed by the company ‘‘Nafta Sib,’’ which also
engages in several charities and projects
aimed at restoring old churches, and preserv-
ing icons and religious artifacts. Mr.
Koulakovsky is currently in the process of put-
ting together a Board of Trustees for the
Christian School which will provide financial
support and assist in maintaining high stand-
ards of education.

This new Christian School is the first since
the communist revolution in 1917. Prior to the
opening in September, the school would pro-
vide occasional lessons in a rented apartment.
Two hundred and sixty students are now en-
rolled in the school, and the erection of the
new building will provide the opportunity for
one hundred and twenty more students to en-
roll in this outstanding educational program.

The school has received all of the edu-
cational licenses required, and is permitted to
conduct lessons in accordance with the state
school programs. For the past two years,
many graduates were accepted by the most
prominent Russian universities. The students
are also receiving religious instructions as part
of their curriculum. The school has an in-
house church which is named after martyr St.
Pytor, the archbishop of the Russian Orthodox
Church and close advisor to the Russian Patri-
arch in the 1930s and was killed during the
Stalin regime. Regular religious services are
conducted for the students. This church is also
the first one to be named after a martyr of this
century and be recognized by the Russian Or-
thodox Church.

I traveled to Russia last September, and vis-
ited this school on its opening day. I was im-
pressed with the school’s curriculum, and with
the quality of the students who attended it. As
a former school teacher and the father of five,
I know that education is the key to the future.
For Russia’s democracy to succeed, they
must look to tomorrow and educate a new
generation of Russians in the tenets of free-
dom. I applaud Alexander Koulakovsky for
schooling Russia’s leaders of tomorrow and
for taking steps to bring quality education and
religious freedom to the children of Moscow.
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Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, let me take
this opportunity to pay tribute to Dr. Ed Elliott,
who is retiring from his post as President of
Central Missouri State University (CMSU),
Warrensburg, MO, after serving there for near-
ly fourteen years.

During Dr. Elliott’s tenure at CMSU, the Uni-
versity has seen tremendous growth in enroll-
ment due to Ed’s insightful university policies.
There has been an expansion of the school’s
international and distance learning programs,
increased admissions standards, a new gen-
eral studies program, an emphasis in strategic
planning and collegial governance, and an in-
tegration of a new teaching-learning-assess-
ment model known as Continuous Process Im-
provement. In addition, numerous building ren-
ovations and new construction projects, includ-
ing the James C. Kirkpatrick Library that will
be dedicated in March, have added to student
interest in CMSU.

Under Ed’s leadership, the University has
received dramatically increased state and
alumni funding. He has also set academic pri-
orities to develop all curriculum around a
strong, liberal arts core, verifying quality
through assessment and program-specific ac-
creditation. In addition, he integrated tech-
nology into the curriculum and emphasized
teacher education. Recently, Central has been
named the state’s lead institution in profes-
sional technology.

Dr. Elliott became Central Missouri State’s
12th president on July 1, 1985, after serving
for three years as president of Wayne State
College in Wayne, NE. He came to Wayne
State in 1971 as director of graduate studies
and had also served as a dean and vice presi-
dent before being named president there.

A native of Grain Valley, MO, Ed is a 1960
graduate of William Jewell College and started
his teaching career in Harrisonville that same
year. He earned his master’s degree from Co-
lumbia University in 1964, and his doctor of
education degree from the University of North-
ern Colorado in 1969.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Ed Elliott has had an out-
standing career in education, and he will sure-
ly be missed by everyone at Central Missouri
State University. I wish him and his wife, San-
dra, all the best in the days ahead. I am cer-
tain that the Members of the House will join
me in playing tribute to this fine Missourian.
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Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor
Father Benjamin H. Skyles for his outstanding
contributions to the community and citizens of
Pasadena, Texas.

Father Skyles has served the community of
Pasadena through his ministry as Rector of St.

Peter’s Episcopal Church for 34 years. His so-
cial conscience is second to none. Throughout
those 34 years, Father Skyles has been a tre-
mendous asset to the Pasadena community.
He has worked to protect the environment,
care for and educate children and the elderly,
train workers, and give a helping hand to hose
who are ill or living in poverty. He is also a
dedicated husband and father.

His ministry has enhanced the lives of thou-
sands of Pasadena citizens from birth to old-
age. St. Peter’s Day School has nurtured and
educated children for over 30 years. Its After
School Program has been a safe-haven for
latchkey children for over 25 years. For the el-
derly, St. Peter’s offers low-cost housing. Ad-
ditionally, St. Peter’s has programs to confront
social ills, such as alcholism and hunger. St.
Peter’s also offers English as a second lan-
guage program, Scouting Programs, and year
round GED classes.

In the 1960s and 1970s, Father Skyles
began his crusade to protect the environment.
He became the first vice-president of the
Channel Area Subsidiary Chapter for Help
Eliminate Pollution. As Chairman of the Pres-
ervation of the Armand Bayou in 1972, he led
the way in a complicated battle to save a
beautiful natural resource so that it could be
enjoyed by future generations. He chaired the
Southeast Harris Country Clinic Task Force in
1976 and 1977, which established the Straw-
berry Clinic and vital health services to the
area.

In 1984, Father Skyles learned to speak and
read Spanish to reach out to the Hispanic
Community. Today, Father Skyles leads four
services, including one in Spanish, each Sun-
day.

Father Skyles founded the North Pasadena
Community Outreach Organization. In associa-
tion with the Episcopal Health Charities and
support from St. Peter’s parishioners, the
Community Outreach Center will house after
school programs, a free community clinic, and
a state of the art computer clubhouse. The
Center, opened in January 1999, is a $1 mil-
lion investment in the well-being of Pasadena
and is among the first church-school-commu-
nity collaborations in this area.

Father Skyles was recognized as Pasa-
dena’s Citizen of the Year in 1973, awarded
the Religious Service Award for the Greater
Houston area, and appointed as Dean of the
East Harris County Convocation of the Epis-
copal Diocese of Texas in 1993. He has also
been a member of the National Conference of
Christians and Jews since 1982.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Father Benjamin
Skyles for his service to the Pasadena com-
munity. He is truly a man of social action. His
deeds and contributions will not be forgotten.
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Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, last year I intro-

duced H.R. 642, a bill that ends the most per-
vasive abuse of the frank—sending out unso-
licited, self-promotional mass mailings. Today,
I am reintroducing this bill. My bill specifically
targets franking abuse by cracking down on
the use of mass mailings.
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